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already being proposed by many legis-
latures and in some cases is already
the law on the books. If, God forbid,
you are the victim of rape or incest, in
many States, you discover that the
laws in place could force you to carry
your pregnancy to term against your
will.

This is a cruel, repressive, and dan-
gerous vision for our country, but it is
precisely the future that MAGA Repub-
licans are working toward. It is pre-
cisely the outcome that extreme Re-
publicans have planned for.

For years, Senate Republicans
rubberstamped one extreme judge after
another, plucked right out of the Fed-
eralist Society list, with the admitted
goal to ‘‘pick away at Roe v. Wade,” as
Leader MCCONNELL stated. Without
Senate Republicans skewing our courts
to the hard right, Roe would not be on
the brink of extinction.

At the State level, radical MAGA Re-
publicans have pushed or enacted re-
strictions that ban abortions as early
as 6 weeks, ban abortions with no ex-
ceptions for rape or incest, criminalize
women and doctors, and prevent other
States from offering reproductive care.
The immensely cruel law in Texas
could even punish doctors who pre-
scribe certain drugs to women in cases
of a miscarriage.

It gets worse. It gets worse. Leader
MCCONNELL says that under a Repub-
lican Senate, a national ban on abor-
tion is ‘‘possible’” without Roe. Let
that sink in, America. A national ban
on abortion is the extreme of extremes,
and it is now possible in a Republican
Senate, according to Leader MCcCON-
NELL. Americans should listen to that.

For the hard right, this has never
been about States’ rights. This has
never been about letting Texas choose
its own path while California takes an-
other. Those arguments have now been
exposed for what they are: hypocrisy.
For MAGA Republicans, this has al-
ways been about making abortion ille-
gal everywhere, about making the bans
in Texas apply equally to New York
and California and Minnesota and ev-
erywhere in between.

For all the times we heard Repub-
licans oppose expanding healthcare be-
cause ‘‘the American people want
healthcare decisions left up to their
family and doctors,” the same hard-
right radicals are now telling American
women: Healthcare decisions will now
be made by politicians and judges, not
doctors, not families. MAGA Repub-
licans are telling American women:
Your body, our choice.

These laws are far outside the main-
stream of the country. According to a
poll released this morning by POLIT-
ICO and Morning Consult, just 28 per-
cent of voters support overturning Roe
v. Wade. Nearly 75 percent of Ameri-
cans, including a majority of Repub-
licans, oppose the radical notion of im-
prisoning women who receive an abor-
tion. Nearly 60 percent of Americans
say they want political candidates to
support access to abortion. That is why
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this issue will be one of the most im-
portant issues facing the voters in No-
vember.

As Americans make their decisions
in this year’s election, this question
will not go away. Americans strongly
oppose getting rid of Roe, and they will
be paying close attention from now
until November to Republicans who are
responsible for its demise.

So to my Republican colleagues who
have spent the last week trying to talk
about anything other than Roe, it is
time to go on record.

I ask my colleagues to think care-
fully about their vote and to reckon
deeply about the consequences of a
world where Roe is a thing of the past.
Tens of millions of women are watch-
ing what will happen to the rights they
have relied on for decades, and all of us
will have to answer for this vote for
the rest of our time in public office.

Before the day is over, every Member
of this body will make a choice: Stand
with women to protect their freedoms
or stand with MAGA Republicans and
take our country into a dark and re-
pressive future.

UKRAINE

Madam President, now finally on a
different note, yesterday, the House
voted on an overwhelmingly bipartisan
basis to approve a $40 billion emer-
gency aid package to support the peo-
ple of Ukraine in their fight against
Putin’s aggression.

This package is large, it is very much
needed, and I am going to work with
my colleagues to make sure we can
move forward on this package as soon
as we can. The President has called on
both Chambers of Congress to act
quickly, so act quickly we must. The
House vote was overwhelmingly bipar-
tisan, and it should be no different in
this Chamber.

Time is of the essence because Presi-
dent Biden has made clear that the aid
provided by Congress a few months ago
is now near its end. As we acted quick-
ly and decisively a few months ago, we
must do so again very, very soon, and
I will make sure this is a priority for
the Senate.

We have a moral obligation to stand
with our friends in Ukraine. The fight
they are in is a struggle between de-
mocracy and authoritarianism itself,
and we dare not relent or delay swift
action to help our friends in need.

I yield the floor.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

INFLATION

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
the country just received yet another
terrible inflation report. Yet again,
overall inflation came in higher than
expected: 8.3 percent. Inflation con-
tinues to stick right around its worst
level in 40 years.

The measure that the Bureau of
Labor Statistics calls ‘‘core inflation”
increased in April by twice as much as
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it increased in March. Food costs are
way up. Housing costs are way up once
again.

President Biden has presided over
one of the most expensive years for
working families in modern American
history. The national average gas price
is the highest it has ever been in the
history of our country. Americans are
paying an average of $4.33 per gallon
for regular. Diesel has also hit a record
high; it is now $5.62 per gallon—a huge
blow to Americans with trucks and
tractors, to small businesses and fam-
ily farms. And, of course, it forces up
the price of practically everything that
travels on a truck to reach the scene of
a store or a supermarket. Inflation on
top of inflation.

In my home State, Kentuckians are
paying 34 percent more for propane and
112 percent more for home heating oil
than they were paying when Democrats
took control of the government.

Let me say that again. The price of
home heating oil has more than dou-
bled since President Biden took office,
a crushing blow—a crushing blow—to
rural America, especially in States like
Pennsylvania, Vermont, and New
Hampshire.

Democratic policies have fueled this
runaway inflation. Their mistakes are
why inflation has hit America much
harder than other developed countries.

Expert calculations say Democrats’
$2 trillion spending spree last March is
directly responsible for as much as 3
percentage points of our current infla-
tion. Even the prominent Democratic
economist Jason Furman puts the
number at 2.5 percent. If just one—
one—Senate Democrat had the courage
to vote with Republicans in March of
2021, inflation today would be closer to
5 percent instead of almost 8% percent.

Steve Rattner was a top economic
adviser to President Obama. He says
the Democrats’ $2 trillion disaster will
““go0 down in history as an extraor-
dinary policy mistake’ that put us
“way behind the curve on inflation.”
That is Steve Rattner, top economic
adviser to President Obama.

Everyone knows where this inflation
came from, but President Biden just
can’t seem to admit it. He just makes
excuses that no one is buying.

Listen to a Democratic political ad-
viser, David Axelrod. He said:

[Biden] was saying, you know, everything
is Putin’s price hikes, inflation is Putin’s
fault. People [simply] don’t believe that.

According to David Axelrod:

They know that we had inflation before
this. They know that gas prices were high
before this. . . . You can’t blame everything
in the economy on Putin.

David Axelrod.

So it is this President and his all-
Democratic government who have
drained American families’ pocket-
books. And every poll—every poll—
shows our citizens understand that sad
reality all too well.

WOMEN’S HEALTH PROTECTION ACT

Madam President, now on another
matter, today on the Senate floor,
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